11/10/2003 14:09 FAX 17349946331 
Appln. No. 10/091.732 



BRINKS »HOFER.ET AL ' 
Attorney Docket No. 10541-264 



I. Listing of Claims 

1. (Currently amended): A vehicle trim panel installed in an Interior of a motor 
vehicle, the trim panel comprising: 

a first layer formed of a first material jiavina polvpropylenB . ouch that 
the first iayer t$ being exposed to the interior of the motor vehicle; 

a rocyoloto second layer formed of a second material conr>prisina a 
natural fiber composite having natural fibers mixed with polvpropvlene fibers, 
the second layer positioned adjacent the first laver: where i n the r ocyo l ate 
l ayor hao a top ourfaoo artd a bottom suFfaco; an ^ 

a cocond thfrd layer formed of a third material having Doivpropvlene 
and a recvdate material, the third laver positioned botwoon the first 
l ay e r and tho top ourfaoe of adfacent the rooycl a to second layer[[.]] i 

a fourth laver formed of a fourth material comprising a natural fiber 
composite, the fourth laver positioned adjacent the third laver such that the 
third laver Is sandwiched between the second and fourth layers: and 

the first laver being chemically bonded to the second laver bv way of 
the polypropylene fibers through heat treatment. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently amended): The trim panel of Claim 2. wherein the second and 
fourth materials third lavor Ic formed of tho Gomo mat o ri o l as tho oecond l avor of the 
second and fourth layers are the same material . 

4- (Currently amended): The trim panel of Claim 1, wherein density of the 
second and fourth layers is greater than the density of the first layer and the 
rocydot o third layer. 

5. (Original)! The trim panel of Claim 1 , wherein the first material rs selected 
from a group comprising of extruded polypropylene or spun bond polypropylene. 
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6. (Currently amended): The trim panel of Claim 1, wherein the second 
recygfate material is selected from a group comprioing consisting of vinyl offal or 
natural fiber offal. 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently amended): The trim panel of Claim 7 1. wherein the natural 
fibers are selected from a group comprising of kenaf, hemp, flax, jute or sisal, 

9. (Original): The trim pane! of Claim 1 , wherein the second layer of the trim 
panel forms the substrate. 

10. (Currently amended): A metliod of forming a trim panel attached to the 
interior of a motor vehicle, the trim panel having a first layer, a second layer, a third 
layer and a fourth layer, the method comprising: 

fomiing the second layer and the fourth layer by mixing nature fibers with 
polypropylene fibers in pr e sence of a b i nder m ateF{a4: 

forming the third layer by granulating a recylate material and adding to a top 
surface of the fourth layer; 

sandwiching the third layer between the second layer and the fourth layer: 

fo rming tho first l ayer from a flrot matorlQ l ; 

tacking on placing the first layer to on a top surface Of the second layer; 
forming a pre-form comprising the first layer, the second layer, the fourth layer 
and the third iayer sandwiched between the second layer and the fourth layer; 

inserting tho pre form into a mo l ding tool; 

mold i ng heating the pre-form to form the trim panel such that a chemical bond 
is fbrmed between the first layer and the second layer. 

11. (Original): The method of claim 10. further comprising selecting the 
natural fibers from a group consisting of kenaf, flax, jute or sisal. 
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12. (Original): The method of claim 10, further comprising selecting the 
recylate matenal from a group consisting of vinyl offal or natural fiber offal. 

13. (Currently amended): The method of daim 10, wherein the first laver is 
formed of a first material is selected from a group comprising of extruded 

polypropylene or spun bond polypropylene. 

14. (Original): The method of claim 10, further comprising wherein during the 
step of molding of the pre-form the second layer and the fourth layer are 
compression molded such that the fourth layer Is adaptable to be attached to an 
interior metal sheet of the motor vehicle. 

15. (New): The method of claim 1, wherein the second and third layers are 
chemically bonded by way of the polypropylene fibers through heat treatment. 

1$. (New): The method of claim 15, wherein the third and fburth layers are 
chemically bonded by way of the polypropylene fibers through heat treatment. 

17. (New): The method of claim 1, wherein the recydate material includes 
recycled forms of the second material. 
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